CpAPTER HI.
THE ANCESTORS OF THE PANDAVAS.
OF the lunar race of Kshatriyas, supposed to have been
born of the moon from Ila, the daughter of Manu, Puru-
rava was the first king of note. The loves of Pururava
and Urvashi, a celestial nymph, are mentioned in the
Rig Veda and have been immortalised by Kalidasa in his
well-known drama Vikramorvashiyam. The next king
of'importance in the line was YayatL The story of
Yayati and his two queens, Devayani and Sharmishtha,
is one of the most interesting episodes given in the
Mahabharata and deserves to be given here In detail.
The Kshatriyas of the lunar race appear to have been still
beyond the Indus, for Yayati's kingdom is said to have
been contiguous with the kingdom of Vrishaparva, the
king of Asuras, who have been most properly identified
twith the Aryans of Iran. Sharmishtha was the daughter
-of the king of Iran? and Devayani was the daughter of his
preceptor Shukra. Tfye two girls once went out on a
forest excursion and while bathing in a well fell out in
Consequence of an accidental interchange of clothes.
The imperious Brahmin girl abused the daughter of her
-master as if she were a slave, whereon Sharmishtha
^in the heat of anger pushed her into the well. Yayati
came there by chance and being attracted by the cries
of Devayani saved her life by helping her out of the well*
She offered herself in reward for his gallant act and
Yayati married Devayani with the consent of her father.
She had yet to take revenge on her friend and insisted